Macrophage- and lymphocyte-subtypes in the endometrium during different phases of the ovarian cycle.
The presence of immunocompetetive cells in the endometrium during the proliferative and secretory phase of the ovarian cycle is demonstrated on the light and electron microscopic level using monoclonal antibodies (MoAb). Subtypes of monocytes, macrophages and T-lymphocytes appear during the different phases in variable extent and different localization. Some subpopulations of the monocyte/macrophage system and T-helper lymphocytes increase in number on day 21/22. Our observations indicate that cells with bone marrow origin take part in functional events of the endometrium during the ovarian cycle.